
September 19, 2024

Colonel Jeffrey Naff, USAF
Director
Foreign Comparative Testing
 

Department of Defense
OFFICE OF PREPUBLICATION AND SECURITY REVIEW

CLEARED
For Open Publication

Feb 05, 2024
Case 24-T-0861

Foreign Comparative Testing  (FCT)
Program Overview



Distribution A – Approved for Public Release
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• 10 USC 2350a(g) Directs the Secretary of Defense to conduct testing of foreign technology “to satisfy 
United States military requirements or to correct operational deficiencies.”

- 2023 National Defense Industrial Strategy (NDIS) (§ 2.3.2.3):  “The United States must seek commercial 
solutions and technologies from international allies and partners.”

• Accelerates capability fielding; Maximizes modernization; Increases cost-effectiveness/Interoperability

• Connects Mature* Foreign Technologies to U.S. DoD Development and Acquisition Programs

• Enhances and Strengthens industrial base; Builds resilient supply chains across coalition partners. 

Foreign Comparative Testing (FCT)

Find, Assess, and Field World-Class Technologies to 
Enhance Military Capabilities and Provide Long-Term Value

FCT Mission:

* - TRL 6+
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FCT Project Ecosystem 

Product ScalePrototypeLab 1

VALLEY 1
from Lab to Prototype

1 2

VALLEY 2
from Prototype to Product

2 3

VALLEY 3
from Product to Scale

3
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Foreign Comparative Testing (FCT)
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FCT Acquisition Authorities

Test/Assessment Specific Contract Capability
• Direct Engagement with Industry/Corporations

• Non-Competition/Sole-Source Award
• No International/Project Arrangements (IA/PA) required

• Quantities Limited to Testing Need
• No Defined Contract Duration

FCT Project

OSD Oversight;
Service Managed/Executed

Capability/Technology Test

Acquisition Focused Contract
• Direct Engagement with Industry/Corporations

• Non-Competition/Sole-Source Award
• No International/Project Arrangements (IA/PA) required

• Low-Rate Initial Production Quantities (LRIP)
• Five-Year Post-Decision Procurement

Potential Procurement

Service Acquisition;
No OSD Involvement

Acquisition/Implementation

Foreign Comparative Testing Program Acquisition Authorities
(Title 10 USC 2350a(g))

Service 
Acquisition 

Decision
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FCT Project Proposal Process

Initial 
Proposal

Final 
Proposal

Project 
Selection

Technology 
Discovery

Project 
Definition

OUSD (Top Down)
• Joint Warfighting Concepts
• Technology Transition Path
• Joint Application
• Service Cost Share/Cost Avoidance
• OUSD Priorities (Focus Areas)

Services (Bottom-Up)
• Mission Need
• Sponsor Support/Endorsement
• Risk (Cost/Schedule/Performance)
• Procurement Strategy

Project Selection Criteria

Proposals are submitted 
to OUSD by the 
Services/CCMDs

Project Initiation/Evolution
Capability Identification
• Market Research
• Technology Scouting
• Industry Engagement

Service Socialization
• Requirement Delineation
• Program-of-Record Applicability
• Logistics/Life-Cycle Impact
• Priority Assessment

Proposal Development
• Scope Definition
• Transition Track Alignment
• Project Plan Development
• Secure Funding

Proposal Submission
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Process can be expedited to respond to Operational Needs
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FCT Customer Base

OUSD investment: $1.589 Billion
– Procurement of 307 projects worth over$11B
– Average project – $500-700K/year; 18-24 months

As of Jan 2024

875
Projects

1297
Technologies Assessed

307
Technologies Transitioned
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FCT Program Statistics

Portfolio Alignment (Active)

Active Project Status # of Projects
Complete, Closure in progress 11

Testing Complete/Final Report 10

In-work 60

Recently Initiated 5

Awaiting FY24 Funds 12

42 38

11 7

Army Navy/USMC AF/SF USSOCOM

Service Distribution (Active) 

Additional
R&D/Test

Inform 
Requirements

Modernize 
Standards

System 
Acquisition

Targeted Technology Transition Paths (Active)

22 23 512

151515201320

<2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Active Project Award Dates

Partner Nation Project Distribution

As of Jan 2024

Battle Management/Joint C213
APNT/C-PNT 1

Cyber/IO1
Logistics 25

Maritime Domain8
Resilient Communications 5
Sensors/Non-Kinetic Fires15

Weapons/Fires 16
Unmanned/Autonomy10

SOF 7
Combat Enablers/Support22

(Many Projects/Technologies overlap multiple Portfolios)

98 
Active Projects

875 
Total Projects

307 Technologies Transitioned
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Technology Discovery

• OUSD(R&E) Sponsored Events

• Industry Days

• Government to Business Meetings

• Embassy Activities/Events

• International Travel/Site Visitation 

• Commerce-Based Organizations 

• Service-Focused Events

• Attachés



Distribution A – Approved for Public Release 10

Send Us Your Product Information

Distribution A – Approved for Public Release Case 23-S-2975Help us understand how your technology is Better, Affordable or Novel!

Product Template
• Product
• Company Name
• Country
• POC Information
• Website
• Technology Readiness Level
• Countries Using
• Application (So What?)
• Science (How It Works)
• Data (Key Performance Metrics)
• US Partners
• Previous Work w/ DoD
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Key Points of Contact

Distribution A – Approved for Public Release Case 23-S-2975 Note: U.S. prefix is +1

OSD FCT Office 571-372-6803

Col. Jeffrey Naff jeffrey.e.naff.mil@mail.mil 703-693-5647
Sean Hilber sean.a.hilber.ctr@mail.mil 571-372-6822
Manuel “Manny” Almanza manuel.almanza.ctr@mail.mil 703-693-5647
Darius Watts darius.y.watts.ctr@mail.mil 571-372-6405

DoN Steve Duong steve.duong@usmc.com 703-432-8782

Mark Stoffel mark.stoffel.ctr@us.navy.mil 571-227-6905

Calvin Reddick calvin.reddick.ctr@us.navy.mil 856-905-1936

NAVSEA Kevin Moyer kevin.s.moyer.civ@us.navy.mil 202-781-5186 

NAVWAR Ricardo Santoyo-Mejia ricardo.santoyo-mejia.civ@us.navy.mil 619-553-6139

NRE Ryan Hoffman ryan.b.hoffman.civ@us.navy.mil 703-696-3873

NAVAIR Dr. Joel D. Haines joel.d.haines.civ@us.navy.mil 301-342-0521

USMC Jacqueline Brent Jacqueline.brent@usmc.mil 703-432-8780 

Air/Space Force Bryan Haderlie bryan.haderlie.1.ctr@us.af.mil 805-363-3714

SOCOM Julius Denson Julius.Denson@socom.mil 813 826-9352 

Gail Kemeliotis gail.m.kemeliotis.ctr@socom.mil 813-826-0192

Army Mark C. Hassler II mark.c.hassler.civ@army.mil 410-322-1457

Rino Imperiale rino.imperiale.civ@army.mil 410-306-4828

mailto:Jeffrey.e.naff.mil@mail.mil
mailto:sean.a.hilber.ctr@mail.mil
mailto:darius.y.watts.ctr@mail.mil
mailto:mark.stoffel.ctr@navy.mil
mailto:kevin.s.moyer.civ@us.navy.mil
mailto:ricardo.santoyo-mejia.civ@us.navy.mil
mailto:ryan.b.hoffman.civ@us.navy.mil
mailto:joel.d.haines.civ@us.navy.mil
mailto:Jacqueline.brent@usmc.mil
mailto:Julius.Denson@socom.mil
mailto:gail.m.Kemeliotis.ctr@socom.mil
mailto:rino.imperiale.civ@army.mil
mailto:rino.imperiale.civ@army.mil


Distribution A – Approved for Public Release

Colonel Jeffrey Naff, USAF
Director, Foreign Comparative Testing
jeffrey.e.naff.mil@mail.mil

Questions

Distribution A – Approved for Public Release Case 21-S-2675
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10 USC 2350a – Cooperative R&D Agreements
• (g) Side-by-Side Testing.-

- (1) It is the sense of Congress-
- (A) that the Secretary of Defense should test covered equipment, munitions, and technologies to determine the ability of such 

covered equipment, munitions, and technologies to satisfy United States military requirements or to correct operational deficiencies; 
and

- (B) that while the testing of non-developmental items and items in the late state of the development process are preferred, the testing 
of such covered equipment, munitions, and technologies may be conducted to determine procurement alternatives.

- (2) The Secretary of Defense may acquire covered equipment, munitions, and technologies for the purpose of conducting the testing 
described in that paragraph.

- (3) The use of side-by-side testing under this subsection may be considered to be the use of competitive procedures for purposes 
of chapter 137 1 of this title, when procuring items within 5 years after an initial determination that the items have been successfully tested 
and found to satisfy United States military requirements or to correct operational deficiencies.

• (a)(2) The countries and organizations with which the Secretary may enter into a memorandum of agreement (or other formal 
agreement) under paragraph (1) are as follows:

- (A) The North Atlantic Treaty Organization.
- (B) A NATO organization.
- (C) A member nation of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.
- (D) A major non-NATO ally.
- (E) Any other friendly foreign country.
- (F) The European Union, including the European Defence Agency, the European Commission, and the Council of the European Union, and 

their suborganizations.
13

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title10-section2350a&num=0&edition=prelim#2350a_1_target
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